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SESSION 1 Ireland’s Energy Future - Keynote Session        Chair: Peter Harte, Chairman, IWEA 

9.20 Peter Harte, Chairman IWEA   Welcome Address

9.30 Eamon Ryan TD,  Leader Green Party,   Keynote Address

 Comhaontas Glas

9.50 Danny McCoy, Chief Executive, Ibec, Ireland’s  The Importance of Renewable Energy 
 largest business representative organisation in a Growing Economy

10.10 Kresten Ørnbjerg Christensen, Director,  Keynote Speaker

 Public Affairs, Vestas

WEDNESDAY 21ST MARCH 2018
  8.00am       Registration, Tea, Coffee & Exhibition Viewing

10.30 Tea, Coffee & Exhibition Viewing

SESSION 2 IWEA Energy & Community Strategies        Chair: Alex McLean, Partner, Arthur Cox  

12.30 Lunch

11.00 Dr. David Connolly, Head of Policy, IWEA  IWEA’s 2030 Energy Vision 

11.20 Emmet Egan, Director ABO Wind Ireland  IWEA’s 2030 Community Engagement Strategy 

11.40 Dr. John Reilly, Head of Powergen, Bord Na Móna Achieving Climate Targets with Public Support

12.00 Simon Bryars, Partner, Everoze  Battery Storage - Beyond the Hype 

12.20 Questions & Answers

SESSION 3 Challenges Towards 2020                 Chair: William Carmody, Partner,
             Mason Hayes & Curran   

15.30 Tea, Coffee & Exhibition Viewing

14.00 Donal Smith, Connection Policy Specialist,    Status and Barriers for Ireland’s Wind Energy
 Galetech Energy Services Target in 2020

14.20 Jim Gannon, Chief Executive, SEAI Outlook & Foundations for 2030 

14.40 Brian Keville, Environmental Director, Planning Challenges facing the Industry
 McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. – Present and Future

15.00 Dr. Mark Turner, Senior Manager, Baringa Key issues for wind in relation to Ireland’s New
  Electricity Market (I-SEM): REFIT, trading and risk

15.20 Questions & Answers 

SESSION 4 Regulation & Policy Session                  Chair: Anton Savage, Managing Director,
                The Communications Clinic

19.45 Conference Banquet: Guest Dinner Speaker, Ivan Yates  Sponsor: Arthur Cox

15.50 Eamonn Confrey, Principal Officer, Electricity Policy Division, DCCAE

 Niall Cussen, Chief Planner at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  

 Laura Brien, Director of Energy Markets, CRU

 Ciarán O’Brien, Regulatory & Trading Manager, Brookfield

17.00 Exhibitors Reception Sponsors: All Exhibitors

19.15 Drinks Reception

SESSION 1

SESSION 2

Delivering More Renewable Energy Beyond 2020     Chair: Paul Blount, Director of ABO Wind Ireland

Sustaining Growth & Asset Management in
a Changing Market                  Chair:  Joe Dalton, NTR 

9.20 Prof John Fitzgerald, Adjunct Professor TCD & UCD   Charting a Path to Decarbonisation in Ireland:

  Key Role of Renewables

9.40 Joseph Curtain, Senior Research Fellow, Power Shift 2030 - The Pace, Democracy
 Climate Change, IIEA and Diversity of Low Carbon Transition 
10.00 John FitzGerald, Director, Grid Development Developing the Grid to Accommodate
 & Interconnection, EirGrid Decarbonisation

10.20 Peter O’Shea, Head of Regulatory Affairs & Delivering a Low Carbon Energy

 Corporate Strategy, ESB System for Ireland

10.40 Questions and Answers

11.20 Henrik Stiesdal, CEO Stiesdal A/S  Optimisation of Lifecycle Costs

12.00 Ciarán Dennehy, Operations & Performance
 Analyst Energia
 
 Nigel Sylvester, Head of Deloitte Global Maximo CoE 

12.20 Questions and Answers

12.40 Conference Closing Address

THURSDAY 22ND MARCH 2018
  8.30am       Registration, Tea, Coffee & Exhibition Viewing

10.50 Tea, Coffee & Exhibition Viewing

12.50 Conference Close

Automated, Cognitive and Connected: The use 
of Automatic Drones for asset inspection in wind 
farms.



Donal Smith has worked primarily in renewables for 12 years and was responsible for connection of over 500MWs of wind generation 
assets during his time as Grid Manager at Brookfield Renewable/Bord Gais Energy.  He is an IWEA council member and chair of the IWEA 
Grid Committee. Donal also sits on the DS3 advisory council.

Brian Keville is the Environmental Director of McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan (MKO), Planning and Environmental Consultants, with wind 
energy a company specialism. He has 17 years’ professional consultancy experience as a project director, project manager and lead 
coordinator of environmental impact assessments for large-scale infrastructure projects. MKO have advised on over 1GW of Irish wind 
energy projects, and have project managed over 600MW of projects successfully through the Irish planning process and onwards 
to construction. MKO has been at the cutting edge of wind energy planning in Ireland for the last decade. Brian is currently interim 
chairperson of IWEA’s Planning Committee and represents the committee on the IWEA Council.

Jim Gannon is the Chief Executive of the Ireland’s statutory energy authority, SEAI and sits on Ireland’s national Climate Change Advisory 
Committee. Prior to joining SEAI in May 2016, Jim spent 15 years in the private sector working on energy policy and infrastructure 
development, in Ireland and abroad.

Dr. Mark Turner is a Senior Manager in Baringa’s Energy Advisory practice, with ten years’ experience in European electricity markets.  
He is a seasoned advisor on regulation and policy, market analysis and modelling, transactions and routes to market.  Mark is an expert 
in the Irish Single Electricity Market, and has worked with all the major utilities active in Ireland, lenders, equity investors and infra funds, 
large energy users, government and regulators.  Recent work has focussed on commercial readiness for I-SEM go-live, engagement with 
DCCAE on REFIT, and assessment of the consumer cost of different RES-E 2030 targets.

William Carmody is Partner at Mason Hayes & Curran, a leading law firm with offices in Dublin, London, New York and San Francisco. He 
is also part of the Project Finance & Energy team, which advises a wide range of clients such as developers, utilities, financiers, industry 
and government across a range of projects.  William’s project finance practice has a particular focus on the financing of renewable 
energy projects. He has acted on the financing of projects which have an installed energy capacity of over 1GW. William advises lenders, 
investors and sponsor-developers on the issues that arise in relation to the financing of renewable energy projects as well as related 
power off-take arrangements and regulatory requirements.  

T H E  S P E A K E R S T H E  S P E A K E R S

Kresten Ørnbjerg Christensen is Global Public Affairs Director at Vestas where he is responsible for public affairs activities in Northern 
Europe. He has 10 years’ experience in the wind industry and joined Vestas in 2008. Kresten has a background in foreign affairs and 
government relations, and holds a MSc in Political Science.

Peter Harte is currently the Chief Technology Officer and Director at Element Power Ireland, based in Cork. Element Power Ireland has 
successfully developed a national portfolio of c350MW under Development, c120MW of projects under Construction, and c100MW in 
Operation.   Element Power Ireland is also developing the Greenlink project, which plans to develop a 700MW interconnector between 
Wales and Great Island.  Peter is Chairman of the Irish Wind Energy Association (IWEA) and previously chaired the Grid and Markets 
Committees. He holds a B.Eng in Mechanical Engineering at the University of Limerick.

Danny McCoy is CEO at Ibec, the group that represents Irish business. Prior to joining Ibec, he was a senior economist with the Economic 
and Social Research Institute (ESRI) and the Central Bank of Ireland.  He has held lecturing posts at Dublin City University, University 
College London, University of Oxford and Trinity College Dublin.   He is a regular contributor in the print and broadcast media and has 
written columns for the Wall Street Journal, the Financial Times and the Irish Times among other international newspapers.  

Eamon Ryan was elected to represent Dublin Bay South in the 2016 General Election. 
He was born in Dublin and raised in Dundrum and Dartry. He studied commerce in UCD before taking  a job managing a marketing course 
in the university’s School of Business. He went on to found a cycling tourism company, Irish Cycling Safaris, in the late 1980’s and in 1996 
won the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year award. The business still trades successfully as Cycling Safaris. 
He was the founding chairperson of the Dublin Cycling Campaign and began his political career as a Dublin City Councillor for the 
Rathgar – Rathmines ward. He then went on to serve both as a TD for Dublin South and as a Government Minister for Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources. 
In recent years, Eamon has worked for a European climate organisation (www.e3g.org) and chaired the digital policy group in the Institute 
of International and European Affairs (www.iiea.com). He is currently leader of the Green Party/Comhaontas Glas (www.greenparty.ie) and 
is married to writer Victoria White, they have four children. 

Simon Bryars started his career in renewables 2007 where he joined Garrad Hassan’s growing Independent Engineering activities, 
specialising in its market leading technical due diligence services.  Over subsequent years Simon helped develop lenders and investors 
services in the UK, Irish and Scandinavian markets creating key client relationships with active industry professionals and developing 
teams.   Simon was also instrumental in the instigation of asset management services, acquiring internal investment for the set-up of the 
service and supporting the development of the operational service offering.  
Simon has both a broad and deep understanding of the technical and commercial elements of renewable energy projects, combined with 
practical day to day experience of project construction and operation. Simon is just at ease presenting a technical due diligence review 
to a board of investors or drilling into and solving on-site technical issues. Simon’s experience allows him to quickly asses and advise on 
areas that have technical and commercial impact on projects.
In 2015, along with 6 former colleagues, Simon became a founding partner of Everoze specialising in renewables and storage advisory 
services.   Whilst at Everoze, Simon has concentrated on developing due diligence and owners engineering services in the UK and 
Irish markets working closely with lenders, investors and developers. Alongside working on wind and solar projects, Simon as well as 
many from Everoze have been involved in supporting the early battery energy storage projects in the UK and now Ireland from both a 
commercial and technical perspective.  

Alex McLean is Head of the Infrastructure, Construction & Utilities Group in the leading all-island law firm, Arthur Cox. Alex has almost 25 
years of specialist domestic and international energy sector expertise and has been centrally involved in almost every major development 
in the energy sector in Ireland and Northern Ireland since 2001. Alex’s experience includes project development, trading, market design, 
regulatory reform, M&A and financing in the conventional and renewable electricity sectors.

Emmet Egan joined ABO Wind Ireland in 2010. ABO Wind Ireland is a subsidary of the German company ABO Wind AG which has 
over 400 employees across 9 countries and has installed over 1,300MW of wind capacity over the past 20 years. ABO bring projects 
from greenfield through the planning, financing construction phases and provide management services to operational projects. ABO has 
developed 70MW of projects in Ireland to date.
Emmet has been a member of the IWEA council since 2003 and a director of IWEA since 2007.

Dr. David Connolly is Head of Policy at the Irish Wind Energy Association since May 2017. His primary responsibilities relate to electricity 
markets, electricity networks, wind farm planning, and strategic energy policy. Previously, David was an Associate Professor in Energy 
Planning at Aalborg University in Copenhagen where his research focused on the design and assessment of 100% renewable energy 
systems for electricity, heat, and transport. He graduated as a Mechanical Engineer in 2007 and completed a PhD in energy modelling in 
2011, both at the University of Limerick. More information is available on his website: www.dconnolly.net.

Dr. John Reilly, is Head of Development, Bord na Móna Powergen.  John is a member of Bord na Móna’s Senior Leadership team with 
specific responsibility for delivering the next generation of energy infrastructure projects to Bord na Móna’s expanding portfolio in the 
electricity market. His team has led an expansion programme, which has seen the company invest over €300m in generating assets in 
recent years, with a key focus on renewable energy. John has almost 20 years’ experience in the energy sector and was previously part of 
the Senior Management team at Edenderry Power prior to its acquisition by Bord na Mona Energy from the major German utility player 
EON. He has also previously worked for Fortum, the Finnish Utility.
John is currently a member of Eurelectric’s Environment & Sustainable Development Policy committee and the Irish Business & Employers 
Confederation (IBEC’s) Energy Policy Executive, where he previously chaired the Climate Change Working Group. He is also on the Board 
of the Electricity Association of Ireland (EAI) and the Electricity Research Center (UCD).

Anton Savage is a broadcaster, journalist, author and Managing Director of one of the country’s leading communications consultancies. 
He has presented The Anton Savage Show, Savage Sunday, The Sunday Business Show, and was stand-in presenter on The Last Word, 
The Tubridy Show and The Ray D’Arcy Show. He has written for the Irish Independent, The Mail, The Sunday Business Post, was a 
columnist with The Sunday Independent and now writes a weekly column for The Herald. 
Anton also manages The Communications Clinic, a training and consultancy firm which list among its clients some of the country’s top 
sports stars, corporate entities, CEO’s and politicians. 
Anton’s first book was titled ‘Spin and Win, How Irish Politicians Get Elected.’

Eamonn Confrey is the Principal Officer, Electricity Policy Division of the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment (DCCAE), where he is responsible for promoting the sustainability of electricity supply and demand, and facilitating the 
growth of renewable electricity technologies to 2020, in line with the National Renewable Energy Action Plan. He was previously head of 
the Energy Security Division and has served in various roles within the Department.



Ciarán O’Brien is the Regulatory and Trading Manager for Brookfield Renewable’s European platform. As part of the Power Marketing 
team, Ciarán has responsibility for Brookfield’s existing interconnector trading activities as well as managing Brookfield’s 420MW 
generation portfolio across the island of Ireland following the introduction of the I-SEM market in Ireland and as Brookfield seeks to enter 
other European markets. Ciarán was previously the Regulatory Affairs Manager for Brookfield Renewables operations across Ireland and 
Northern Ireland. Prior to working for Brookfield Renewable, Ciarán worked in a number of roles for Bord Gáis Energy. Ciarán holds a B. 
Eng (Electrical) degree from University College Cork and an M. Sc. (Energy Management) from Dublin Institute of Technology. Ciarán is a 
Director of the Electricity Association of Ireland, has sat on the IWEA Council and is a member of the IWEA Markets Committee.

John FitzGerald is an Adjunct Professor in both TCD and UCD, having previously been a Research Professor in the Economic and Social 
Research Institute in Dublin. He is a member of the Central Bank of Ireland Commission and he is Chairman of the Irish government’s 
Climate Change Advisory Council.

John Fitzgerald was appointed Director of Grid Development & Interconnection in July 2015, having previously held the position of 
Director of Grid Development since February 2013. Prior to this, John was Project Director of the East West Interconnector, directly 
connecting the electricity markets of Ireland and Britain for the first time.  Before joining EirGrid, John was involved in the area of business 
development for ESB International where he held a number of management positions including Business Development Manager, 
Manager for Trading and Supply (Northern Ireland) and Commercial Manager for Coolkeeragh ESB.  John has been involved in the 
successful development of major energy infrastructure projects and corporate initiatives in the electricity and gas sectors across Ireland, 
the United Kingdom and Europe. A graduate of University College Dublin, he is a Bachelor of Electronic Engineering and holds an MBA 
from the UCD School of Business.

Paul Blount is a full-time Director of ABO Wind Ireland, a subsidiary of ABO Wind AG, a leading multi national wind energy development 
company and part time renewables integration researcher.  He is also chair of IWEA’s new Energy Systems Committee which among other 
things, has a remit to generate, procure and advocate for the generation of robust evidence supporting high RES-E ambition levels, and 
to identify and support other technologies and developments that create headroom for the development of more wind energy on the 
system.

Joseph Curtin is Senior Research Fellow with responsibility for climate change policy at IWEA, a Research Fellow at University College 
Cork, and a Member of Ireland’s Climate Change Advisory Council. He has worked for the OECD, the National Economic and Social 
Council and for the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland. He is a regular contributor to national and international media on climate 
economics and policy, including the Irish Times, the Irish Independent, RTE, the Washington Post and BBC World Service. He is a 
graduate of Trinity College Dublin and the London School of Economics. 

Peter O’Shea is Head of Regulatory Affairs and Corporate Strategy at ESB. He joined ESB in 1999 having previously spent 12 years in the 
UK power industry working in a range of technical and commercial positions with the CEGB and the National Grid Company, including as 
NGC’s Programme Manager for the development of the NETA trading arrangements. Peter joined ESB as Competition and Regulation 
Manager and later became General Manager Services and Chief Information Officer, before taking up his current role. Peter is also a 
Board member of the British Irish Chamber of Commerce  and is Deputy Chairman of the Electricity Association of Ireland.  He is an 
engineering graduate from UCD and holds an MBA from Warwick University.

Joe Dalton is currently Asset Management Director at NTR, where he is responsible for construction and operations of the NTR renewable 
energy portfolio. He has worked for over 30 years in both conventional and renewable energy generation, utilising wind, solar, coal, 
oil and gas turbine technologies. He has travelled extensively, conducting technical due diligence on renewable energy equipment 
manufacturers throughout Europe, USA and China, and has negotiated equipment, balance of plant and EPC contracts for over 700MW 
of wind projects and 100MW of solar projects. Prior to NTR, Joe worked for Mainstream Renewable Power, where he conducted technical 
due diligence for a range of onshore and offshore wind projects and devised methodologies to reduce Life cycle costs and risk associated 
with offshore wind farms. Joe held a number of technical roles in ESB, where he oversaw operational performance and risk management 
for its’ power generation fleet. He devised and implemented its lifetime asset management (LTAP) planning process.  Joe is a Chartered 
Engineer and holds an MSc (Maintenance Management) from Manchester University and a BE Mechanical Engineering from University 
College Dublin.

Ciarán Dennehy Operations and Performance Analyst, Energia Renewables Generation.  Ciarán is responsible for the performance and 
analysis of a portfolio of 383MW of wind farms across Ireland. 
He is leading analytics development and implementation of real-time reporting automation for Energia’s operational fleet, along with 
managing DS3 and Grid Code Compliance Testing for Energia. 
Ciarán joined Energia in 2017 after several years as a Solutions Engineer for Deloitte, where he was responsible for the design and 
implementation of autonomous drone systems for blade inspection at Energia’s Meenhadreen site. 
Prior to his career in consulting Ciarán completed a Masters in Sustainable Energy Engineering on the optimisation of offshore wind farm 
O&M in collaboration with SSE.

Nigel Sylvester leads the Deloitte Maximo Centre of Excellence, based in Dublin and delivering IBM Maximo EAM solutions to Deloitte 
clients around the world.
Nigel has led Maximo projects across a wide range of industries including oil and gas, energy generation and transmission, rail 
transportation, facilities management, nuclear and health.
Nigel is a regular speaker at international Deloitte and IBM events, where he is renowned for his visionary perspectives on asset 
management and Maximo.

Henrik Stiesdal is one of the pioneers of the modern wind industry. He built his first wind turbine in 1976 and in 1978 designed one of the 
first commercial wind turbines, licensed by Vestas in 1979. Stiesdal worked with Vestas until 1986 and joined Bonus Energy, later Siemens 
Wind Power in 1987. In 1988 he was appointed Technical Manager, and in 2000 Chief Technology Officer. He retired at the end of 2014.
During his 40 years in the wind industry Stiesdal has worked with all aspects of wind turbine technology, including fundamental research, 
turbine design, manufacturing, sales, project implementation, service and quality management. Post-retirement activities include floating 
wind turbines, energy storage, carbon-negative fuels, Lidars, and avian deterrent technologies.
Henrik Stiesdal is an associate professor at DTU Wind Energy and at University of Maine.

T H E  S P E A K E R S T H E  S P E A K E R S

Laura Brien was appointed Director of Energy Markets in 2014. Laura has over 20 years’ experience in the energy sector, having advised 
on energy policy at both national and international level.  She previously held economic consulting roles across both public and private 
utility companies, providing advice to government departments, regulators and private equity firms relating to the deregulation and 
privatization of electricity industry in several US states, Mexico, Ireland, Spain, Brazil, Thailand and Canada.
She acted as a senior economic advisor to ComReg until she joined the CRU in 2014 to take up her current role, which is responsible 
for overseeing all aspects of competition and consumer protection in the energy retail markets in Ireland and the wholesale all-island 
electricity market (SEM) in cooperation with the Utility Regulator in Belfast.
She holds a Commerce degree from University College Dublin and an M.Phil in Economics from Oxford University.

Niall Cussen is the Chief Planner at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government.
As Chief Planner, Niall leads the Department’s Forward Planning Section and its professional and multi-disciplinary planning team. The 
team shapes the development of legislation and all Government policy relating to planning and related matters. The team also advises the 
Minister for Housing and Planning in relation to statutory roles in local authority forward planning and develops spatial data management 
systems including the award winning national on-line planning and spatial data information system www.myplan.ie and associated web-
based projects. 
Most recently, Niall’s team developed the National Planning Framework as part of Project Ireland 2040 alongside the National Development 
Plan.
Prior to joining the Department in 2000, Niall gained practical planning and development experience working for local authorities in 
Clare, Meath and Dublin City Council and An Bord Pleanála and was appointed Chief Planner in July 2014.
Niall holds qualifications in economics and geography, regional and urban planning and environmental engineering from Maynooth 
University, University College Dublin and Trinity College Dublin respectively and is a member and past President of the Irish Planning 
Institute.



Irish Wind Energy Association Sycamore House, Millennium Park, Osberstown, Naas, Co. Kildare.

Telephone: +353 (0)45 899341

E X H I B I T I N G  C O M P A N I E S

F L O O R  P L A N


